INTRODUCTION
and a revolutionist. Would his daimon continue
to impel him along the path he had entered in
youth ? On the other hand, having risen to power,
would it be his main object to consolidate that
power for personal ends? Was he likely to
spiritualise Nietzsche's doctrines or to use them
as a means for self-inflation ?
Out of these conversations upon the science
and art of government originated a design to
elaborate them systematically, to develop method-
ically what had been primarily a free interchange
of ideas. The balloon drifting hither and thither
at the mercy of the winds was to become an
airplane steering a definite course. At the same
time its flight was to be lofty and unconstrained.
No secretary was present to take notes; no
demand was made for the revision of a manuscript
report; it was all a matter of personal confidence,
SETTING  OF  THE   CONVERSATIONS
The Palazzo di Venezia is in the great square
(Piazza di Venezia) in the middle of Rome, at
the foot of the Capitoline Hill, Built of yellowish-
brown stone, resembling a medieval fortress
with a squat tower, the massive structure stands
to the right of a huge modern monument in
white marble, which is out of keeping with its
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